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Retrieved, 


BEING 
ConsIDERATIONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, &e. 





From Cuefday, May 4. to Churloap, May o. 1714. 





The Frade to France by the Port of M arfeilles confirm’d. 
The Abfurdity of the Oppofers Pretences, farther Oppofed : 


The Ports inthe Streights ftated and divided. 
The Porportion to Marfeilles calculated. 

The Seales of thefe Things debated. 

The 


poffibility then of having atrue Account of the Trade from the Books of the Cuftom-houfe..,.. 


| Allthe Schemes and Atcounts drawn from thofe Books, and hitherto made the Oppofer’s Boaft, are funk 
in this one Article, viz. that they cannot be true. bel 


The Cuftom-houfe Books do not give an Account of above half our Exportation to Frante, but of all our 


Importation frm it. 


All this ss calculated exattly for the Occafion of the Oppofers. 





¥ 


HE MERCATOR has been fhewing the 
Abfurdity of that Notion, which the Oppo- 
fers would fain have put into Peoples Heads, 
viz. that the Ciry of Marfeilles being a free 
Port, the Woollen-Manufactures which are fent thither 
* from England are only fent as to a common Ware-houfe 


to be from thence fhipped again to all parts of the 
World to which the French Trade. 


1. This cannot be rational, for that there are-no fuch 
Ports where we do not or cannot come direétly with the 
fame Goods, which eonfequently would be fold cheaper 
at Market than thofe fent from Marfeilles, and it would 
be very ridiculous to think that the French could have 
our own Goods firft carry’d to Marfeilles, landed, houfed, 
fhipped again, and then carry’d to another Market or 
Port, and fold there cheaper than we could fell them at 
the fame Port, carrying them direétly from England s it 
is alfo as ridiculous tj think, that the French could fell 
our Goods at all, if we were felling the fame Sorts of 
Goods at the fame Market, at a lower Price ; fo that to 
fancy that the French carry our Goods from Marfeilles 
to other Ports for Sale, muft be to imagine there are 
fome Ports in the Mediterranean to which the French 
Ships Trade, and ours do not, and the MERCATOR 
would be glad to know what Ports they are, and where 
fituate, and how it comes to pafs that the French have 
a Trade thither, and the Englifh have not, and how 
long it has been fo? As to Ports out of the Mediterra- 
nean, the MERCATOR fuppofes they will not talk 
ef them, when we are {peaking of Goods going to 
Marfeilles firft. 


2. But fuppofing now for Argument fake, not at all 
granting that the French Merchants at Marfeilles did 
mport our Woollen-Manufaétures there, as into a com- 
mon Warehoufe to be Exported again, and not to be 
garry d into, or thro’ France; what then is become of 





the Argument, of which f moch'Noife has ee 
viz. That rhe French art able to fupply the World wich 
their own Woollen-Manufaétures; that they make them 
as good and fel] them cheaper than we can do, atid that 
they bid fair to Engrofs all the Trade of Europe. This 
they have boafted of along time, and even Infolted us 
upon it, as if ic had been abfutd ‘nor to believe ir: 
Whereas now on a fudden they have’ made the French 
turn Faétors and Brokers to us; and buying out Goods 
firft, carry them abroad to other Markets to fell ‘them 
for us, which if they have any of their own’ could 


never be imagin’d, | 


It is really matter of Amafement to confider that 
People can fuffer themfelves to tin fuch length in Ab- 
furdities, which are fo fhocking, that ‘no Man’ can read 
them, but it muft put him to afull Stop, and make him 
hefitate whether he will or no. Somos 2s 


Leaving then thefe Things to Expofe their ‘Authors, 
as they muft needs do; and to convince them that thife 
Men are no flaves to Truth, the MERCATOR fhalt 
examine into this Exportation of Goods to Maffeilles, 
and fee whar probable Quantity of our Goods are aftue 
ally fhipped thither from England in ‘a Year, Bet ‘the 
Queftion, what the French do with them, be de 23 


it wiil. 


It is evident. that the Goods fent to Marfeilles are 
Enter'd at the Cufiom-houfe under the ral Head of 
The Sireights,a Word by which is ton ee the whole 
Mediterranean Sea. 


The Ports to which the Grofs of the Trade which we 
carry on in the Mediterranean is fent, are 1. In Spain, as 
Allicant, Malaga, Denia, Xevia, Carthagena and Baree- 
Jona, and our Ships often touch at all thefe Ports, and 


deliver Goods, or take Goods on Freight as they g0 out 
rom 
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‘pid S England, and as they return to England: But the 


nter'd in the 


PNG A fent to thefe Ports are generall 
| Port they are 


ee in the very Name of ort th 
hipped for, or under the Head of Spain as a General, 


ee we be made. appear beyond the Power of any Ca- 
“t *)3yilling: Scribbler ce poll 2. In Italy, as Genoa, Le- 


5 5~ghorn, Naples, oli,-Meffina in Sicily and Venice. 
eis ine ifhad rake which is not large to Zant, 
Jephalonia, &c. To allthefe Ports, many of the Goods 
fhipp’d from hence are fairly Enter'd in the Namevof 
the particular Port they are fhipped for, as fhall alfo’ be 
made plain. 3. In Turkey, as to Smyrna, Scanderoon, 
Conftantinople, &c. all the Goods fhipped for thofe 
Ports from England gi qk “uv the "Name of the 
Port to which they.pQ- 4+ In Fran, the ouly Pore. of 
which whither any Quantity of Goods are fhipped, is 
that of Marfejiles, which becaufe of the Goodnefs of the 
Port,and the Privileges which ir enjoys, is the Center of 
the Trade on that fide, and excepting only Leghorn and 


Portsiof Spain aad Italy, put all cogether. 


_ Ie is true, that our Method at the Cuftom-houfe, or 
indeed our want of Method there, allows Goods fhip- 
ped to all thefe Ports, Turkey excepted, to be Entred 
under the general Head as to the Sureights; by which 
means no true Account can be given of the Trade to 
any of them. 


But, as it can be made appear, that within a Years 
time above Twenty eight Ships from England have 
come to Marfeilles wholly loaden for that Port, and we 
know, and the MERCATOR has accounied for deveral 

fab them, large Ships, which have gone fully Ioaden_ 

i Dondon, and “yet in all chat fpace not 50 Ton of 
Goods Entred in the Cuflom-houfe for that Port. The 
MERG AT ORtitfers from hence; shat more Goods 
are carryed to Marfeilles under the faid general Head 
the Streights, than to any of the other Two Heads of 
Spain or Iraly. 


If they can bring any Reafon to oppofe this, the 
MERC, T OR.is ready to~ hear and debate it when 
they pleaie ; and will fubmit tovr, if ic.be forcible and 
clear, which is more than they will do in any one ching, 
however demonftsated. ; 


_ Upon the whole, the MERCATOR alledges that 
it.4s. probable, and is therefore reafonable to allow, 
that) anc half of thofe Goods which are Entred at the 
Cuffom-houfe for the Streights, are really fent to Mar- 
feilles. The Marfeilles Factor, the Thomas and Samuel, 
and feveral other. Ships we know of, were wholly loaden 
in London for Marfeilles, and were large Ships, and had 

t Quantities of Englifh Woollen Manufactures on 

d,.as made.appear in fome former Papers, to 
which the ‘ME RC, 110 R refers, and which the-Op- 
pofers faw was fo plain and undeniable, that they had 
nothing to fay to contradi& it, and therefore brought 
that ridiculous fhuffle to oppofe it, (viz.) J hat Marfeil- 
Jes was a tree Port, and the Goods were only brought 
thither as to a common Warehoufe, to be Exported 





(been faid to make them afhained, if they were ca- 
ableof fo. much Modefly as to bluth. 
Now it having .been.made appear, as above, that 
the Mocicilles FaStér, the Thomas and Samuel, and fe- 


i ben a Places ; of which.abfurdWhimfie,, enough 


Venice, has.as much Trade as alk the before-mention d , 





veral other Ships, did aStually go for Marfeilles, and 
were loaden thither, thefe Oppofers would have done 


 fomething confiderable, if they could have found any of 


their Cargoes in the Cuftom-houfe Books. On the con- 
trary, of their whole Loadings, nothing, no not one 
Ton of Goods, but one parcel of Pepper only, was 
Entred in our Cuftom-houfe to the Port of Marfeilles ; 
but all Entred under the Name of the Streights: Which 
is what cannot be faid of any other Port or Place to 
which we fhip Goods in the Mediterranean. 


Thefe Ships are not named becaufe there are no other, 
but we have fufficiently proved that there are many 
other, which, within the time aforefaid, have been in 
the fame predicament, and in particular this is an un- 
anfwerable Proof of it, which was mentioned No. 146. 
(viz.) That we have frequently a fingle Entry of fome 
fmall Quantity of Goods Exported to Marfeilles : We 
know they cannot go there without a Ship; we know 
that a cannot go there for fuch a finall Quantity of 
Goods ¥ what follows, fome Ship has gone thar has 
been concealed, and the loading of fuch Ship has been 
concealed, being Entred under fome other denominated 
Voyage. 


The MERCATOR has not room here to give an 
Account of the Quantity of Englith Goods which have 
been thus Exported to the Streights, one half of which 
are thus calculated to have gone to France, or of the 
Goodsfhipp’d to other Ports, fuch as Alicant, Malaga, 
Genoa, Leghorn, Venice, &c. which are not fo con- 
cealed; all which prove, that the Quanti:y of Goods 
fhipped to Marfeilles, and concealed under the general 
Head of the pireighes, as aforefaid, are greater than to 
any of the other Heads of Spain or Italy. 


Buea draught of thefe fhall be prepared, and room 
left for every Impartial Reader who can read with 
Temper, and judge without Prejudice, to give. his 
Thoughts whether thefe things are reafonable or no. 


And if thefe things are fo, what then have we been 
doing all this while, when we’ have been giving Efti- 
mates of the Commerce to France,’ and when we have 
cajled for the Cuftom-houfe Books to tel] us" what Goods 
we. fend to France, than which no greater and more 
plaufible Cheat can be put upon the World? For char 
what with this Method in the Screights, what with the 
like in the Words ‘Flanders: and Germany, and what 
with the great Quantity of Englifh Manufa@tures which 
always go into France thro’ the Hands, as well as thro” 
the Country of the Hollanders, itis apparent that nog 
one half of our Woollen Manufaétures which go into 
France are to be found in the Cuftom-houfe Books. — 


To call then for the Accounts of Exports and Im- 
ports from the Cuftom-houfe Books, and to make a 
judgment from them of the Trade to France, is to covet 
being Cheated, to call for an Evidence who, we are affu- 


red beforehand, can give no true Account of the 
Matter. 


What then is become of all your Schemes and 
Draughts and Sums from the Cuftom-houfe, by which 
the Clamours againft the French Trade are fupported ? 
It is. evident, the Judgment made from them is all Fa- 
lacy and Cheat. 








i ONDON : Printed: for Benjy. Tooxe, at the Temple-Gate; and 
_ Joun Barsgr, on Lambeth-Hill. (Price 3 Half-pence. ) 
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